Introduction
James Murray's death, 53 years ago, in a car accident on the Taieri Plain near Mosgiel on 24 June 1961, at the age of 38, robbed New Zealand Science of an already well-established natural-product chemist, and possibly more importantly, of the brightest star in Southern Hemisphere lichenology at that time. Murray, known affectionately to friends, colleagues and students as Jas, (although several of his non-Dunedin colleagues called him Jim) had just returned from a sabbatical year in London in 1960, working at Imperial College and at the British Museum (Natural History), now the Natural History Museum, on a series of New Zealand lichen studies, visiting lichen
